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he waited to see how Trotter would be affected by that
passage which he never could read himself without emotion,
in which Alcestis takes farewell of her bridal - chamber.
Homer he read incessantly, and with a rare insight. For
Virgil he had a great admiration, and Mr. Lecky tells a
story handed down by oral tradition, how the best scholar
in the House of Commons leant across the floor of the
House to prompt Pitt through a quotation from Virgil, at
a time when their hostilities were particularly violent and
unmeasured. In the early days of the illness which killed
him, he had the fourth ^Eneid read over to him again and
again by his secretary, and when he lay dying he asked
Lord Holland to repeat that passionate prayer, with which
the old and stricken Evander sent Pallas to the fatal battle.
This great and imperishable world of dead men's thoughts
was as real to him as the world of pleasure ever was, or
the world of politics was ever to be. Rogers tells how one
morning when he was in office, he was talking so eagerly
about Dryden that he forgot he had to attend the King's
levee, and only recollected it so late that he had to go in
his ordinary clothes, reassuring himself with reflections that
the King was too blind to notice how he was dressed. He
would sooner have forgiven Pitt for his meanness over the
Westminster Scrutiny than he would have forgiven Godwin
for disparaging Racine. " It puts me quite into a passion :
je veux contre eux faire un jour un gros livre, as Voltaire
says. Even Dryden, who speaks with proper respect of
Corneille and Moliere vilipends Racine. If ever I publish
my edition of his works I will give it to him for it, you
may depend." He was as anxious to know how Wakefield
defended Person's emendations, as he had ever been to
know the odds at Newmarket, and one of his last acts
was to read Crabbe's poems in manuscript It was not
surprising that a statesman whose recreations for the last
years of his life were the library and the garden, thought
the right thing to look to in appointing Irish Bishops was
classical erudition, or that he considered a study of Euripides